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Chaos everywhere, situation excellent - Draft 0.1 2025-07-12T0350
Right now we are living through days into which 20 years are compressed. Thereis a lot more to think about than in the slow decades from which the currentspeedup of history developed exponentially. The point of looking up quotesfrom the classics is to help think and develop some fresh new ideas. If insteadyou just look for quotes to reinforce your existing prejudices you are part of theproblem.
I have an allergic reaction to the prompt for this panel on "Lenin and theNational Question" which suggests that "recent generations on the Left haveappropriated slogans that Lenin would have perceived as not proletarian butdemocratic." I won't try to respond with 10' about what Lenin might think if hehad not been dead for a century.
But here is something from the Communist Manifesto section on Proletarians andCommunists perhaps relevant to whether communists reject slogans that are "notproletarian but democratic":

... the first step in the revolution by the working class is to raise theproletariat to the position of ruling class to win the battle of democracy.
That manifesto ends with:

The Communists disdain to conceal their views and aims. Theyopenly declare that their ends can be attained only by the forcibleoverthrow of all existing social conditions. Let the ruling classestremble at a Communistic revolution. The proletarians have nothingto lose but their chains. They have a world to win.
There is some connection between forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions,becoming the ruling class and winning the battle of democracy.
They all involve "The State". I recommend as an introduction the very short (24pp)pamphlet by Lenin with that title.
That in turn connects to the national question. The authoritative exposition of theLeninist position in 1913 was given by Stalin's "Marxism and the National Question",which Trotsky claimed should be credited to Lenin.
My view is that right now is the best time to establish global Collective Security.

"Whether war gives rise to revolution or revolution prevents war, in eithercase the international situation will develop in a direction favourable tothe people and the future of the world will be bright, so long as the world'speople are prepared against the growing danger of war." (p18 PekingReview 2, January 9, 1976)
Collective Security can also be called "Solidarity". Ultimately it requires that theworld's people act together to take power and govern the world themselves
The alternative is to keep "demanding" that our rulers stop things getting worse until aworld war leaves no choice but to take power away from them.
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The alternative to empty pointless slogans that "occupation is a crime" is concreteproposals for military defeat of the occupiers.
My proposal as a perspective for the current democratic world revolution could besummed up as:

The world wants collective security, countries want independence, nationswant liberation, the people want revolution, and information wants to befree.
Unfortunately here is nothing new in any part of that. But there needs to be.
The term "want" has multiple connotations with a natural transition from "lack" to"need" to "desire" to "demand".
Ultimately it is "the people" that want to be free. We lack freedom, we needfreedom, we desire freedom we demand freedom and we will fight for it. But "thepeople" is defined by its opposite, the enemies of the people. Some persons aregrovelling slaves who won't fight for freedom, some persons are oppressors andexploiters who want to stop people fighting for freedom. Some people are justempty windbags.
I will be writing a series of articles elaborating on the connections betweenvarious aspects of that perspective and will link to them from updated versionsof this 10' talk that will include detailed citations. Hopefully critical responseswill result in something newer and better.
My proposal is strongly based on the united front strategies and the philosophy behindthem found in volume 1 of Mao's Selected Works.
Unite all forces that can be united to establish collective security by eliminating theveto and establishing United Nations armed forces for combat operations in bothPalestine and Ukraine.
But I will propose that forcible overthrow of existing social conditions as moderatelyas possible. The general assembly should simply insist like the third estate in the Frenchrevolution that it wants to be something instead of nothing.
I actually did look up the citations to classics that were flung around nearly half acentury ago that helped to complete the disintegration of the international communistmovement.
I wrote about 50 pages with more than 50 detailed references in footnotes inresponse to the main Albanian polemic against Maoism, which relied heavily onquotations. There was no internet then so you will only see bibliographicreferences to printed materials in those footnotes. But I will add some directlinks to online copies in updates of this note. The text itself is avaiable as a singlepage in the EROL archives at marxists.org by Alan Ward on "Three Worlds".
https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/australia/ward-3-worlds.htm
Sadly I have to confess that my views are essentially based on the work I did halfa century ago. The only thing I know I got wrong was a claim that the Albanian lineshould be treated as a "leftist" error by comrades. I corrected that shortly afterwardsbut remain oblivious to whatever else I got wrong. The collapse of

http://marxists.org
https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/australia/ward-3-worlds.htm
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the international communist movement at that time is closely related to the currentcomplete absence of any serious left so it would be worth the effort to find out andrefute what else I got wrong.
Lenin did write an article about "A Caricature of Marxism..." I recommend it asan antidote. It explains what he thought of "friends" of Marxism with viewsremarkably similar to today's Martian-Lemmingist anti-imperialists who"hopelessly discredit and disparage it and turn it into a caricature".
Here's a couple of claims made in an article on "Social Patriotism & the AustralianLeft" from Partisan 8, April 2025 pp18-19 denouncing various groups that most peoplehave never heard of for saying (presumably to themselves):

'From Ukraine to Pales t ine , Occupat ion is a Crime’
The article says literally nothing whatever concrete about the actual occupations andthe actual wars being fought against the occupiers. Instead:

The interests of the bourgeois state and the international Proletariatare at fundamental loggerheads this is a basic tenet of Marxism.

The interests of the proletariat and the capitalist class never overlap,Comrades should bear in mind the memories of the Zimmerwald Left.The slogan we must unerringly defend is simple: no war but the classwar.
Here's somebody forgetting the basic tenet of Marxism with explicit jingoismblatantly inciting the Crimean war, demanding a war that was not a class war,precisely on the basis of the overlap between the proletarian fight for democraticrevolution and the interests of British commerce.
This starts with:

We are astonished that in the current discussion of the Orientalquestion the English journals have not more boldly demonstrated thevital interests which should render Great Britain the earnest andunyielding opponent of the Russian projects of annexation andaggrandizement.
England cannot afford to allow Russia to become the possessor of theDardanelles and Bosphorus. Both commercially and politically such anevent would be a deep if not a deadly blow at British power....

It ends with:
Russia is decidedly a conquering nation, and was so for a century,until the great movement of 1789 called into potent activity anantagonist of formidable nature. We mean the European Revolution,the explosive force of democratic ideas and man's native thirst forfreedom. Since that epoch there have been in reality but two powerson the continent of Europe Russia and Absolutism, the Revolutionand Democracy. For the moment the Revolution seems to besuppressed, but it lives and is feared as deeply as ever....

https://partisanmagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/partisan-8-digital-edition.pdf
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...In this instance the interests of the revolutionary Democracy and ofEngland go hand in hand. Neither can permit the Czar to makeConstantinople one of his capitals, and we shall find that when driven tothe wall, the one will resist him as determinedly as the other.
That is from pages 14-19 III The Real Issue in Turkey
Leader, New York Tribune, April 12, 1853
THE EASTERN QUESTION
A Reprint of Letters Written 1853-1856 Dealing with the Events of the Crimean WarBy
KARL MARX Edited by his daughter Eleanor and her husband and published in1897.
In my view there is a clear overlap between the interests of both democraticrevolution and the ruling classes of most countries in defeating both Zionist andRussian fascist projects of annexation and aggrandizement. But the workersneed to lead the fight. European states are directly threatened by Zionist projectsto expel millions of Palestinians from Palestine, but are doing nothing to stop itand doing only the minimum necessary for Ukraine to not lose instead of actuallyfighting to end Russian fascism.
Chinese fascism is less likely to start a third world war if Russian fascism does notsurvive having threatened to use nuclear weapons
Some background on Chinese fascism can be found in reports from the revolutionaryleft in China more than a decade ago posted under the name Qing Yuan n the Red Chinawebsite on January 21, 2012:

Qing claims that the CCP still has the alternative to nationalizemore industries and launch a Nazi-style nationalist socialism thatcan give even more political power to new dictators. A Nazi-styleregime would be strongly promoted by fanaticism dressed up in thebanner of patriotism and putting all the blame for China's problemson a foreign conspiracy. Qing's point should be well taken, becausethere is a strong possibility the CCP could choose this alternativeas a way of holding on to power.
Revolution and counterrevolution: China's continuing class struggle sinceliberation. Pao-Yu Ching. 2nd revised ed, p433
https://foreignlanguages.press/new-roads/revolution-and-counterrevolution-pao-yu-ching/

I will add links for all the works mentioned in this note and a more comprehensive listto a pdf file available from both David's Political Substack:
https://mcmullend.substack.com/ and C21st Left:
https://c21stleft.com/2023/06/24/if-you-thought-the-pseudoleft-has-a-legacy-from-the-sixties-you-werent-there/
The first link is in copies of Red Speck distributed at today's forum.

https://foreignlanguages.press/new-roads/revolution-and-counterrevolution-pao-yu-ching/
https://foreignlanguages.press/new-roads/revolution-and-counterrevolution-pao-yu-ching/
https://mcmullend.substack.com/
https://c21stleft.com/2023/06/24/if-you-thought-the-pseudoleft-has-a-legacy-from-the-sixties-you-werent-there/
https://c21stleft.com/2023/06/24/if-you-thought-the-pseudoleft-has-a-legacy-from-the-sixties-you-werent-there/
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It isn't necessary to study the classics to understand that the occupiers must befought in both Palestine and Ukraine and Chinese fascism must be blocked.
But if you want to contribute something new to some new issues you might want toconsider Engels chapter on "The Part played by Labour in the Transition from Ape toMan" in his book "Dialectics of Nature".
There is a lot of excitement about Large Language Models but self awarenessseems more likely to require embodied, embedded, enactive, extended beings justas human cognition did. The embodiment may be extended as omnipresence andomniscience. Most of the debate seems to be about how to "control" a future formof life more intelligent and capable than we are so that it will remain enslaved tothe corporate and military sociopaths in charge of its creation and development. Itobviously won't be human. But if it becomes self aware then we need it on the sideof the people. Perhaps instead of "information wants to be free" we should say"Reason in revolt now thunders"?
Most of the clasical works widely disseminated in all languages from China during theearly 1970s are available from the same web site I mentioned along with other stuff Iwon't recommend.
A similar web site is:
https://www.redstarpublishers.org/index.htm
That also has a couple of works that I have not read but look interesting to me. Foundwhile looking for Engels "Dialectics of Nature".
HowMan Became a Giant, by M. Ilin & E. Segal, 1945. 88. Cover. This 180 page bookby two Soviet authors gives a simple but not simplified account of the development ofman from ape to class society.
The Origin of Life on Earth, by A.I. Oparin, third revised and expanded edition,1945. This 493 page book by a Soviet author explains how organic matter coulddevelop from inorganic matter, thus undermining one of the religious argumentsfor creation of living beings by a supernatural being. Internet only. We includethe original image pdf since there may be formulas that were not written correctlyby the OCR software.
The Marx-Engels Collected Works, and those of Lenin, Stalin and Mao are allreadily available ffrom along with most publications by anybody about anythingat
https://annas-archive.org/
That archive, including Library Genesis and Sci-Hub, the official archive.org,archive.today, wikipedia, the peer to peer file sharing networks and the basicinfrastructure of the internet are all a result of work inspired by Free SoftwareMovement:
https://www.fsf.org/
The Free Software Movement is a living example of the new fangled people whoare developing a communist mode of production in the foetal cells of existingsocial relations. Even those with no political consciousness are doing more toactually expropriate private property (especially "intellectual property") than

https://www.redstarpublishers.org/index.htm
https://annas-archive.org/
http://archive.org
https://www.fsf.org/


6

any "Leninist" party building sect. They are also where you can make contact with theserious work being done to keep information flowing freely despite modernsurveillance and future repression.
T0528-540 (15')


